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NEW SUBSPZCIES OF LYCAENIDAE FROM PALAWAN 
(LEPIDOPTERA ) 


HISAKAZU HAYASHI 


5—2, Tamatsukuri-honmachi, Tennoji-ku, OSAKA, 543 


The present paper deals with new subspecies of Simiskina phalena Hewitson, Dacalana sannio 
Hewitson, Hypothecla astyla Felder, Sinthusa nasaka Horsfield and Sinthusa privata Fruhstorfer. 
All the hclotypes are to be preserved in the Osaka Museum of Natural History. 

Before going further, I acknowledge my sincere gratitude to Mr. Isamu Hiura in the above- 
mentioned Museum for giving me the opportunity to study the material, and Mr. Yasuzó Honda for his 
great efforts at collecting butterflies in Palawan. My hearty thanks are also due to Lt. Col. J. N. 
Eliot and Messrs. T. G. Howarth and Akito Kawazo$ for their kind guidance and useful advice. 


Simiskina phalena howarthi H. Hayashi, ssp. n. (Figs. 1—2) 


8. Upperside black with brilliant green markings. Underside brown. A central white band 
narrow on forewing, but broader on hindwing. Hindwing tornal area white-dusted. 

Forewing length 14 mm. 

Distribution: Palawan 

Holotype $, Ransang Gimba, Palawan, 25 November 1969, Y. Honda leg. 

The species occurs from south Burma to Neomalaya and Nias, and is also recorded from Palawan 
for the first time. The present new subspecies differs from the nominate subspecies distributed in 
Borneo, Malaya and Burma in the following respects: 1) Underside hindwing more unicolourous 
than the nominate subspecies. 2) Bluish green in tornal area of upperside hindwing more extensive 
than the nominate subspecies, and runs to base from margin. 3) Postdiscal spots beyond white 
band of underside hindwing well defined in the nominate subspecies, while almost confluent with 
those of margin in the present new subspecies. 4) The present new subspecies lacks the slightly 
paler than basal ground colour marginal band on underside forewing. 

I name this new subspecies after Mr. T. G. Howarth in the Department of Entomology, British 
Museum (Natural History), who always gives me kind assistance and valuable advice. 


Dacalana sannio kurosawai H. Hayashi, ssp. n. (Figs. 3—4) 


9. Upperside pale blue, with apical area being broad black on forewing and small black on 
hindwing. Forewing discal area broadly whitened, but whitish discal stripe narrow and vanished in 
the middle of hindwing. Underside brownish grey, with a broad white discal stripe across both 
wings. A narrow dark brown postdiscal band. Hindwing black spot in space 2 orange-crowned 
inwardly. An orange narrow stripe situated near a black spot on lobe. 

Forewing length 19 mm. 

Distribution: Palawan 

Holotype @, Taot-Daram, Palawan, 6 May 1967, Y. Honda leg. 

The species is newly recorded from Palawan. To my regret, I have not had the chance to 
compare this new subspecies with the same sex of Da:a ana sannio ricardi Eliot (Malaya and Borneo), 
but Lt. Col. J. N. Eliot kindly advised me that the species from Palawan should be a distinct new 
subspecies and is easily distinguished by the much wider white band on underside from the 
Macromalayan forms. The type of sannio is alleged to have come from Borneo, but in fact clearly 
originated from the Sulu Islands according to Lt. Col. J. N. Eliot. 

The subspecific name is dedicated to Dr. Yoshihiko Kurosawa in the Department of Zoology, 
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National Science Museum, who gave me kind assistance and useful advice while I studied at the 
British Museum (Natural History). 


Hypothecla astyla palawensis H. Hayashi, ssp. n. (Figs. 5—8) 


ô. Upperside transparent purplish blue. Dark transverse bands of underside slightly visible 
from below. Forewing with rather broad black border. Submarginal lunules appear on hindwing. 
Dark shading basad of submarginal lunules. Underside ground colour whitish brown proximally, but 
almost whitish distally. Transverse bands pale brown. Pale brown shading basad of submarginal 
lunules on both wings. 

Forewing length 17-—18 mm. 

9. Upperside forewing transparent pale shining blue basad, and whitish distally, with very broad 
black border. Hindwing ground colour brown, slightly tinged with blue. Underside as in male. 

Forewing length 17 mm. 

Distribution: Palawan 

Holotype 6, Langogan, Palawan, 28 December 1969, Y. Honda leg. Paratypes: 19, San-Rafael, 
Palawan, 10 April 1967, Y. Honda leg; 26 5, Binduyan, Palawan, 1 January 1970, Y. Honda leg; 
13, Langogan, Palawan, 27 August 1968, Y. Honda leg; 16, San-Rafael, Palawan, 11 April 1967, 
Y. Honda leg. 

The species is distributed in the Philippines, and is separated into 3 subspecies; ssp. astyla 
Felder (Luzon), ssp. mindanensis Fruhstorfer (Mindanao) and ssp. tegea Fruhstorfer (Bazilan). The 
male of the present new subspecies from Palawan differs from the same sex of them as follows: 1) 
The upperside rather darker than astyla and mindanensis. 2) The upperside without a greenish 
reflection, however the upperside of mindanznsis with such a reflection. 3) Broader black margin 
of forewing and wider dark shading basad of submarginal lunules on upperside hindwing than those 
of asly!a, mindanensis and tegea. 


Sinthusa nasaka ogatai H. Hayashi, ssp. n. (Figs. 9—10) 


9. Upperside forewing dark brown in ground colour. Hindwing ground colour dark brown. 
Tornal area broadly whitened in spaces 1b-3. Underside forewing white. Apical area pale reddish 
brown. Postdiscal line almost straight, and tinged with pale reddish brown.  Hindwing white. 
Post discal band broken at veins 2, 4 and 6, and tinged with pale reddish brown. A black tornal 
spot in space 2 and another on lobe. 

Forewing length 14 mm. 

Distribution: Palawan 

Holotype 9, Taot-Daram, Palawan, 3 August 1968, Y. Honda leg. 

The species ranges from Sikkim to Burma and Malaysia,and is new to Palawan. This present 
new subspecies is different from ssp. amba Kirby distributed in Malaya, Sumatra and Borneo in the 
following respects: 1) Upperside hindwing submarginal spots obsolete, but a black spot in space 2 
present in amba. 2) Underside ground colour whiter than amba. 3) Underside forewing apical area 
lighter than amba. 

I name this new subspecies after Dr. Masami Ogata, the Councillor of the Lepidopterological 
Society of Japan, who always shows me great kindness. 


Sinthusa privata kawazoei H. Hayashi, stat. n., ssp.n. (Figs. 13—16) 


6. Upperside forewing ground colour dull indigo-blue. Black marginal area very broad. Hindwing 
shining bluish purple in spaces 1c-5 and discoidal cell. Black in spaces 6-8. Pale brand around the 
base of space 7. Underside forewing white, with apical area pale orange. Postdiscal band tinged 
with pale orange, and outwardly edged with white.  Postdiscal band almost linear. A black 
recumbent hair-tuft at mid-dorsum. Hindwing white. Postdiscal band broken at each vein except 
vein 5, consisting of ochreous brown spots. 

Forewing length 12 mm. 
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1—2. Simiskina phalena howarthi ssp. n., holotype 6. 

3—4. Dacalana sannio kurosawai ssp. n., holotype 9. 
Figs. 5—6. Hypothecla astyla pa'awensis ssp. n., holotype 6. 

1—8 


Figs. 
Figs. 


Figs. : ditto , paratype 9. 
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Figs. 9—10. Sinthusa nasaka ogatai ssp. n., holotype 9. 
Figs. 11—12. S.nasaka amba Kirby, for comparison 

Figs. 13—14.  Sinthusa privata kawazoei ssp. n., holotype 6. 
Figs. 15—16. ditto , paratype 9. 
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Figs. 17—20. S. privata privata Fruhstorfer, for comparison 


9. Forewing ground colour dark brown. Hindwing ground colour dark brown.  Tornal area 
whitened, outwardly edged with dark brown.  Underside forewing ground colour as in male, but 
apical area and postdiscal band paler. Hindwing markings as in male, but more or less paler in 
colour 

Forewing length 12—13 mm. 

Distribution: Palawan 

Holotype 3$, Taot-Daram, Palawan, 6 May 1967, Y. Honda leg. Paratypes: 19, Taot-Daram, 
Palawan, 25 April 1967, Y. Honda leg; 19, Taot-Daram, Palawan, 5 May 1967, Y. Honda leg; 19, 
Taot-Daram, Palawan, 8 May 1967, Y. Honda leg. 

As the result of studying Fruhstorfer's original description and Seitz's description, examining the 
specimens preserved in the British Museum (Natural History), although the type-specimen of Sinthus$a 
nasaka privata Fruhstorfer seemed to be lost, Iwanaga and I described the species from Mt. Kinabalu 
in North Borneo as a new species (Sinthusa tomokoae H. Hayashi and Iwanaga, 1974). 

However Dr. W. Forster in West Germany kindly informed me the presence of the type-specimen 
in München, and the type-specimen from Mt. Kinabalu (!) was identical with the male genitalia of 
the species we had described as well as with the marking, although the type-locality was Südost- 
Borneo(!) in Fruhstorfer’s original description. Thus S. tomokoae must sink as a synonym of privata, 
which should be a good species and is much nearer to malika than to nasaka. Lt. Col. J. N. Eliot 
gave me very useful advice on the status of the species that it was a distinct taxon,and that he had 
some doubt whether it should be regarded as a distinct species or as the subspecies of S. malika. 
But I regard privata as a distinct species judging from the structure of vesical opening of aedeagus 
which seems to be most important to identify the Sinthusa species. 

The species is recorded from Palawan for the first time. The present new subspecies differs 
from Bornean form as follows: 1) Underside ground colour white, but forewing greyish pale brown 
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and hindwing greyish white in Bornean form. 2) Underside forewing apical area pale orange, however 
reddish brown in Bornean form. 3) Underside forewing postdiscal band narrow, pale orange and 
almost linear, but broader, reddish or ochreous brown and more or less dislocated at vein 4 in 
Bornean form. 4) Postdiscal band on underside hindwing paler and narrower than Bornean form. 

The subspecific name is dedicated to Mr. Akito Kawazoá who always gives me valuable advice 
and convenience for my studies. 
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